
Robert (“Robby”) Goldman, Ph.D. 
Interdisciplinary Scientist, Policy Advisor, and Science Advocate 

 
KEY SKILLS & KNOWLEDGE 
• Strategic engagement: Adept at building and maintaining relationships with government staff and non-

governmental stakeholders to achieve shared research and policy outcomes. 
• Effective communication: Proficient in analyzing and synthesizing technical information from multiple 

sources into clear, cohesive writing that is tailored to the target audience. 
• Project and team management: 8 years’ experience developing programs, events, and communication 

tools for scientists and educators to leverage for policy advocacy activities. 
 
POLICY AND RESEARCH EXPERIENCE 
Member and Chair Elect, Public Policy Committee                             2019 – Present 
Geological Society of America (GSA) 
• Co-lead revisions of GSA’s 28 position statements distilling complex earth and climate science topics 

into concise summaries of policy issues and recommendations for elected officials.  
• Advise and mentor GSA colleagues on using sound political judgment to build bipartisan coalitions of 

support for funding, research, and hazard mitigation legislation in a dynamic political environment. 
 
AAAS Congressional Science Fellow                   2023 – 2025 
U.S. Senate, Office of Senator Mazie Hirono 
• Advised and supported Senator Hirono’s wildfire recovery and mitigation, natural hazard management, 

and innovative science policy actions through research, memo writing, meeting with constituents, 
drafting legislation, and preparing hearing questions. 

• Assisted Senator Hirono’s development and submission of over 50 programmatic requests for robust 
federal science education, outreach, and research funding to the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

• Developed strong partnerships with state and local government staff and stakeholders of federal 
programs supporting wildfire mitigation using cutting edge science and technology. 

 
NSF Graduate Research Fellow / UIUC Doctoral Research Fellow             2017 – 2023 
National Science Foundation (NSF); University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC) 
• Awarded competitive NSF fellowship and grant funding to support interdisciplinary hazard mitigation 

research collaborations with federal scientists in California, Hawaii, and Washington state. 
• Led publication of two peer-reviewed articles contributing to long-term roadmap for trust-based 

communications between government scientists and hazard-impacted communities. 
 
Chair and Volunteer, Advocacy Committee, Science Policy Group              2017 – 2019 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign (UIUC)                  
• Led teams of graduate student volunteers to organize on-campus townhalls, congressional letter-writing 

workshops, and Illinois State Capitol visits for UIUC students and faculty to develop knowledge and 
practical skills for public advocacy campaigns advancing science- and market-based climate policies. 

• Wrote competitive grant applications that were successfully funded by the American Geophysical Union 
and Research!America to support the Advocacy Committee’s policy workshops and advocacy trips.  

 
Fulbright U.S. Graduate Student Fellowship                          2016  
U.S. Department of State & Fulbright New Zealand 
• Awarded one-year stipend to lead innovative and multidisciplinary volcanic hazards research while 

strengthening relationships between university scientists and local Indigenous Maori tribes to advance 
shared geologic heritage and cultural heritage goals. 

 
EDUCATION  
2023  Ph.D. Geology University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign   
2015 B.A. Geology Pomona College       


